INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
Health Information Privacy

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· The issue is that the switch of medical records from paper to electronic media makes things more convenient and efficient, but it also means that pooling all that data together in studies is very easy
· However, using that information without permission is an invasion of privacy
· Therefore, Canada passed the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act.  It essentially says that the patients must give consent before their information can be used
 

 

Mukhtaran Bibi 

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:47 PM

 

· Mukhtaran Bibi is a Pakistani woman who was gang-raped by some men in her village as punishment for a crime which her younger brother allegedly committed
· She testified against the men and they were convicted, but because of a corrupt system they were set free, and furthermore Bibi was put on an "exit control" list in Pakistan so that she would not be able to leave the country and spread her story
· Eventually however, her story came out and the US government along with humanitarian organizations such as Mercy Corps. and Amnesty International got involved in another country's affairs and put pressure on the Pakistani government to let her go and re-convict those guilty of the crime
· Bibi won the award of Woman of the Year 2005 from Glamour Magazine and is now involved in telling her story and supporting abused women throughout the world
 

 

Plame CIA Leak Controversy

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:57 PM

 

· So there was a guy named Joseph Wilson who wrote a memo criticizing the US government's management of the Iraqi situation, and soon after it came out (in a column by Robert Novak) that his wife, Valerie Plame, worked for the CIA
· This was not cool because her status as a CIA operative was classified information
· US officials (i.e. Karl Rove) were accused of doing this on purpose for the sake of punishing Wilson for his critical attitude towards the government
 

· It is possible that this leak was a federal crime, and so the CIA asked Patrick Fitzgerald from the US Justice Department to investigate the situation
· In the course of his investigation, Fitzgerald wanted 2 reporters who were covering the case - Judith Miller from the New York Times and Matthew Cooper from TIME Magazine - to testify before court
· They both were reluctant to do this because it would involve exposing the sources who had given them their information - which would break the confidentiality agreement which journalists often have with their sources
· It came down to them being given a choice to either go to jail or give up what they had
 

· Both of them were willing to go to jail
· Judith Miller eventually did
· But Matthew Cooper got out of it because at the last minute, his source (Karl Rove) gave him permission to speak freely about whatever
 

 

Publication Ban

Saturday, July 15, 2006

11:46 PM

 

Publication Ban

 

· A publication ban is a court order which prohibits the public or media from disseminating certain details of an otherwise public judicial procedure. 
· In Canada, publication bans are most commonly issued when the safety or reputation of a victim or witness may be hindered by having their identity openly broadcast in the press. They are also commonly issued when the crime involves minors or is sexual in nature.
· The ban was famously used during the Gomery investigation of the sponsorship scandal in the Canadian government because the testimony of a witness was feared to cause juror bias if the news media was able to access it and talk about it
· A ban was also used in the Paul Bernardo-Karla Homolka court cases to prevent emotional harm which would come to the families if the gruesome details of their actions were released to the public
· In the US, publication bans rarely happen because of the First Amendment to the Constitution, which talks about freedom of speech
· A publication ban was issued forbidding any UK newspaper from releasing information regarding a memo which is alleged to have been an official transcript of a conversation between U.S. President George W. Bush and UK Prime Minister Tony Blair, which in the context of the planning for the 2003 invasion of Iraq, regarded a plan toa plan to a plan to bomb selected offices of the Arabic language Al Jazeera television news station.
· Issues here: free speech...
 

 

October Crisis

Saturday, July 15, 2006

11:19 PM

 

October Crisis

 

· The October Crisis was a series of dramatic events triggered by two terrorist kidnappings in the province of Quebec, Canada, in October 1970, which ultimately resulted in a brief invocation of the War Measures Act by PrimePrime Prime Minister PierrePierre Pierre Trudeau.
· The kidnappings (as well as other acts of violence) were carried out by the FLQ, or "Front de Liberation du Quebec"
· Basically the WMA allows the police to have sweeping powers of arrest and detention
· So the issues at stake here are laws, freedom, violence, etc.
 

[more needed here…]

 

 

British Public Security Cameras

Sunday, July 30, 2006

9:19 PM

 

· So the idea is that Britain has started to install security cameras in public places
· Obviously the complaint is that people's privacy will be compromised
· However, the cameras have proven very effective in reducing crimes as well as catching those who have committed crimes
 

· For example, the kidnappers of infant Jamie Bulger from a mall were caught on videotape and even though he was found dead a few days later, the kidnappers were also found and apprehended
· Statistics are also promising: car crime down 80%, shoplifting down 70%, violent crime down 30%
 

 

Civil Rights Movement

Friday, August 04, 2006

9:44 AM

 

· The American Civil Rights Movement refers to a set of noted events and reform movements in the United States aimed at abolishing public and private acts of racial discrimination against African Americans between 1954 to 1968, particularly in the southernsouthern southern United States. By 1966, the emergence of the Black Power Movement, which lasted from 1966 to 1975, enlarged and gradually eclipsed the aims of the Civil Rights Movement to include racial dignity, economic and political self-sufficiency, and freedom from white authority.
 

· Random notes:
· Rosa Parks' story was a milestone in the movement because of the reaction which it generated: there was a rule that white passengers had to be given the seats on public buses, but one time she was sitting down and refused to rise when a white passenger asked her to
· She was arrested for "disorderly conduct" and put into jail…
· The NAACP, or "National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peoples", is an important organization in this movement because they campaign for the rights of black people
 

 

Discrimination Against HIV

Friday, August 04, 2006

7:08 PM

 

Describe a current event in the world that involves the violation of human rights. What rights are being violated and why? Are there political issues involved? Are other nations involved in any way?

 

Human Rights Watch: http://www.hrw.org/     GOOD SITE! 
 

Stigma and Discrimination against HIV-Positive Mothers and their Children in Russia 

Summary 

“Of course I am afraid for my children. I’m very afraid for their future, and how people will relate to them. These children are not dangerous to anyone. They can bring a lot of good to society. The most important question is that of adaptation. Society must adapt to our children and understand that they are valuable citizens. If they happened to experience tragedy, especially as children, then we should be that much more tolerant.” -Olga Kim, chief doctor of Baby House # 10 (for children of HIV-positive mothers), St. Petersburg, March 18, 2004. 

Russia is home to one of the fastest-growing and potentially massive AIDS epidemics in the world, but the government has done little to address the problem. As a result, the Russian public today, though highly educated, is almost as ignorant of HIV and how it is spread as it was ten years ago, when AIDS was hardly known in Russia. A great many medical personnel still remain grossly uninformed and even hostile toward HIV-positive patients. The general public’s knowledge of the virus is, accordingly, extremely limited. And the fact that injection drug users account for 80 percent of persons registered as living with HIV/AIDS does not encourage society to adopt greater tolerance or understanding. There is widespread belief that high-risk individuals—drug users and commercial sex workers—got what they deserved. Recent surveys in Moscow—where there is a higher prevalence of HIV/AIDS and greater access to information than in many parts of the country—revealed that more than half of those responding believe that one can be infected by drinking from the same glass as an HIV-positive person. Even more alarming, nearly half of the respondents believe that HIV-positive people should be isolated from society.

 

It is against this backdrop that a growing number of HIV-positive pregnant women and new mothers must make a very difficult choice: whether or not to keep their children. Shunned by society, these women are vulnerable to discrimination on many fronts: access to health care, employment and education. Many are dependent on drugs and have no access to rehabilitation programs. Still others are living on the brink of poverty. With little or no means to provide for themselves, many find overwhelming the burden of caring for a child to whom the disease may have been transmitted and who would face the same stigma; these mothers may choose instead to abandon their babies. While Russia’s HIV/AIDS crisis has received widespread international attention, this particular aspect of the crisis—abandoned children of HIV-positive mothers—still remains hidden behind closed doors. According to statistics from the government’s Federal AIDS Center in Moscow, 9,529 HIV-positive women had given birth by January 31, 2005, nearly 80 percent of whom had done so since 2002. Many believe these figures are gross underestimates, and as the virus spreads from the high-risk groups of injection drug users and commercial sex workers to the general population, these numbers are only expected to rise in the coming years. 

 

While most of these children go home with their mothers or other relatives, up to 20 percent may be abandoned by their mothers at birth. This report focuses on the care HIV-positive women receive during pregnancy and the fate of their children—those who go home with them as well as those who are abandoned. These are the children who are being placed in specialized orphanages for HIV-positive children or, even worse, warehoused in hospital wards where their only access to the outside world is a nurse in rubber gloves who feeds them. The isolation of these children has nothing to do with medical science and everything to do with discrimination and stigma—themselves the result of misinformation that the government has done little to reverse. Widespread fear of people with HIV/AIDS has contributed to the abandonment as well as the indefinite segregation of the virus’ most hapless sufferers. 

 

While Russian AIDS experts recognize that there is no medical need to isolate these children, some argue that given society’s harsh view of HIV/AIDS it is better to maintain separate orphanages for their own protection. Federal Ministry of Health and Social Development2 officials recognize that this practice is illegal, and that it reinforces AIDS-related stigma. By law, regular baby houses—orphanages for children three and under—have no right to refuse an HIV-positive child. But the reality is that employees there might be so frightened of daily contact with a baby who might be HIV-positive that they will think of any excuse not to take him, such as closing for repairs or not having enough space. 

 

When a region has no specialized baby house and the regular baby house will not accept an infant who might be HIV-positive, then the child is likely to be left indefinitely in a hospital ward with no stimulation and no opportunity for development. Dr. Yevgeny Voronin, chief doctor of the Republican Hospital for Infectious Diseases, who has been treating HIV-positive children for fifteen years, related one particularly horrific case to Human Rights Watch: 

 

We had one case when we got a child who spent three years in isolation in a small children’s hospital where everyone was afraid of HIV and everyone was afraid to take that child in his arms. At three the child’s development was that of a four-month-old at best. She couldn’t speak. She didn’t know how to swallow hard food. She was very aggressive and afraid of everyone. She was completely different from our children. I hired an early education specialist and psychologist to work with her alone. We worked with her for a year, but we couldn’t change anything. We were then forced—I know it sounds cruel—but we were forced to send her back to the hospital from which she came. 
 

Compared to such tragic cases, the fate of children born to HIV-positive parents who live at home is a happier one. But their integration into society is far from trouble-free. By the time they reach eighteen months doctors confirm whether they are HIV-positive or negative. If they inherit the virus from their parents, the same fear that keeps many abandoned children stowed away in hospitals may restrict them from entering kindergarten and elementary school. Indeed, some day care centers or educational facilities may even be reluctant to accept a child even if it is the parents—not the child—who are HIV-positive. Such discrimination is not only contrary to Russian law, but to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which stresses that states take all appropriate measures to ensure that children are protected from discrimination. Despite international and national standards that are supposed to protect the children of HIV-positive women, the Russian government is failing lamentably in its obligation to implement these standards. 

 

In the meantime, their parents may have to deal with belligerent doctors who refuse to treat them. Refusing medical assistance and entry into an educational institution for someone who is HIV-positive may be banned by Russian law, but many people living with HIV/AIDS are so frightened of revealing their status that they would rather suffer the consequences of discrimination than stand up for their rights. 

One HIV-positive woman in St. Petersburg who hides her status from friends and family summed up this awful choice. “We lead a double life. Only among our own can we relax a little.”

 

What Rights are being Violated and why? 

The right of freedom of expression. These people are afraid to stand up for what they believe in due to extreme discrimination. The right and freedom of attending an educational institution, the right of receiving health care, and the right of discrimination free employment. All of these aspects of human rights are being violated in Russia against those who have AIDS/ HIV due to the fact people are uneducated about AIDS/ HIV and they are afraid of contracting it themselves by contacting these people. Many people also believe that those with AIDS/ HIV ‘got what they deserve’. If one has AIDS/ HIV, it puts a stigma on them that they have done a deed that is deserving of contracting AIDS/ HIV, thus people of the Russian society believe they should be shunned for these people are ‘bad’ people. 

 

Are there political issues involved? 

Yes, there is: “…the Russian government is failing lamentably in its obligation to implement these standards.”. Due to this, those with AIDS/ HIV, whether it be mothers or children, are discriminated against in most all aspects of society, even to the point of mothers abandoning their children due to fear of the child having AIDS/ HIV, and raising the child such a discriminating society. The government needs to implement more education of AIDS/ HIV. It is the fear of the unknown that has brought about this fear of those with AIDS/ HIV, and this fear has resulted in extreme levels of discrimination. There also needs to be more advertising of what AIDS/ HIV is, this way people will become more familiar with the issue and it will become less of a ‘taboo’ topic, also decreasing the level of discrimination. 

 

Are other Nations involved in any way? 

There are other nations with the same issue – India, Africa. There are also international standards set through United Nations of how nations are supposed to protect the children of HIV-positive women. However, the ignorance in the Russian society has pushed all of these standards aside. Either than that, it seems to be the doctors of Russia and from Russian baby houses that seem to be doing all of the effort to bring AIDS/ HIV discrimination down. This article did not mention many other nations coming to Russia’s aid. 

 

Prompt Examples: 

 

Drastic action is sometimes the only way to bring about political change. 

· Heavy Advertising and education to individuals may prove to a discriminatory society that AIDS is a disease that needs to be treated with compassion, rather than aggression which is what is being shown in Russian society today. Drastic action in education in schools and in heavy advertising by the government needs to be in place to bring about a political change and stop this discrimination against those with AIDS/ HIV. In Russia doctors are standing up for what they believe in and not allowing separate baby houses for those babies with AIDS/ HIV, and they are trying to reach out into the public to show society that AIDS/ HIV cannot be contracted by being in the mere presence of one with AIDS/ HIV. Drastic Action by doctors and others who are against discrimination against AIDS/ HIV are helping to bring about this political change. 
 

Violence is sometimes necessary to achieve social change. 

· If the definition of violence means to place laws and arrests for those who discriminate others who have AIDS, and leave women and children who are ill with AIDS to the state, then yes, this form of “violence” may help people be more understanding and abiding to those with AIDS. Stricter laws and regulations about AIDS discrimination (such as not building separate orphanages, and not isolated those with AIDS/ HIV into other parts Russia) may bring about a social change that will put those with AIDS and those without AIDS at an equal level. 
 

 

 

 

Karla Homolka

Friday, August 04, 2006

7:09 PM

 

Describe a controversial event that involves the media (television, journalism, advertising, communication). What is happening? Why is it controversial? What basic principles are in conflict? How would you resolve this issue?

 

“Judge denies plea for media ban in Homolka case”

 

Who: Karla Homolka

Quebec Superior Court Justice Paul-Marcel Bellevance

Canadian Media outlets

What: Karla Homolka had requested a 10 day media ban upon her release from     prison in Quebec. Justice Bellevance ruled in favour of media coverage.

When: The plea was made June 29, 2005, and Karla was released July 4 2005.

Why: Karla Homolka felt that the media had aroused hatred and vengeance toward her among the Canadian public, and that her safety would be at risk if the media was able to report her whereabouts as she had already received death threats from citizens and fellow inmates. 

Justice Bellevance denied her plea as he said banning media coverage would impair the freedom of the press and the public’s right to its own safety (as a court ruled earlier that she is likely to re-offend). 

Media representatives said that the media has not only a right, but a duty to the public to report where Homolka is and if she is complying with the restrictions.

Where: Montreal, QC

Controversy: Technically Homolka is now a rehabilitated citizen thus she should be protected by the courts and the media ban should be in place to maintain her privacy and security. However, as the safety of the public at large is of greater concern, the judge ruled against the media ban in order to serve the public’s interests, rather than just one (potentially dangerous) citizen’s.

Basic Principles: Safety of one vs. Safety of many     Public’s Right to know vs. Individual security/right to privacy         Duties of the media: to inform objectively, not to impart opinions

Applicable Prompts: 

1. The public's right to know must sometimes take precedence over an individual's right to privacy. 2. The essential function of law in a democracy is to protect individual rights. 3. In a truly free and open society, censorship of the press can never be justified. 4. A person who enters public life is necessarily forced to surrender some degree of personal privacy.
 

 

Shoot in Self-Defense

Monday, August 07, 2006

8:44 AM

 

August 7, 2006

15 States Expand Right to Shoot in Self-Defense 

By ADAMADAM ADAM LIPTAK
In the last year, 15 states have enacted laws that expand the right of self-defense, allowing crime victims to use deadly force in situations that might formerly have subjected them to prosecution for murder.

 

Supporters call them “stand your ground” laws. Opponents call them “shoot first” laws.  Thanks to this sort of law, a prostitute in Port Richey, Fla., who killed her 72-year-old client with his own gun rather than flee was not charged last month. Similarly, the police in Clearwater, Fla., did not arrest a man who shot a neighbor in early June after a shouting match over putting out garbage, though the authorities say they are still reviewing the evidence. 

 

The first of the new laws took effect in Florida in October, and cases under it are now reaching prosecutors and juries there. The other laws, mostly in Southern and Midwestern states, were enacted this year, according to the NationalNational National Rifle Association, which has enthusiastically promoted them.

 

Florida does not keep comprehensive records on the impact of its new law, but prosecutors and defense lawyers there agree that fewer people who claim self-defense are being charged or convicted. 

 

The Florida law, which served as a model for the others, gives people the right to use deadly force against intruders entering their homes. They no longer need to prove that they feared for their safety, only that the person they killed had intruded unlawfully and forcefully. The law also extends this principle to vehicles.

 

In addition, the law does away with an earlier requirement that a person attacked in a public place must retreat if possible. Now, that same person, in the law’s words, “has no duty to retreat and has the right to stand his or her ground and meet force with force, including deadly force.” The law also forbids the arrest, detention or prosecution of the people covered by the law, and it prohibits civil suits against them. 

 

The central innovation in the Florida law, said Anthony J. Sebok, a professor at Brooklyn Law School, is not its elimination of the duty to retreat, which has been eroding nationally through judicial decisions, but in expanding the right to shoot intruders who pose no threat to the occupant’s safety.

 

“In effect,” Professor Sebok said, “the law allows citizens to kill other citizens in defense of property.”

 

This month, a jury in West Palm Beach, Fla., will hear the retrial of a murder case that illustrates the dividing line between the old law and the new one. In November 2004, before the new law was enacted, a cabdriver in West Palm Beach killed a drunken passenger in an altercation after dropping him off. 

 

The first jury deadlocked 9-to-3 in favor of convicting the driver, Robert Lee Smiley Jr., said Henry Munnilal, the jury foreman. 

 

“Mr. Smiley had a lot of chances to retreat and to avoid an escalation,” said Mr. Munnilal, a 62-year-old accountant. “He could have just gotten in his cab and left. The thing could have been avoided, and a man’s life would have been saved.”

 

Mr. Smiley tried to invoke the new law, which does away with the duty to retreat and would almost certainly have meant his acquittal, but an appeals court refused to apply it retroactively. He has appealed that issue to the Florida Supreme Court.

 

Wayne LaPierre, executive vice president of the N.R.A., said the Florida law had sent a needed message to law-abiding citizens. 

 

“If they make a decision to save their lives in the split second they are being attacked, the law is on their side,” Mr. LaPierre said. “Good people make good decisions. That’s why they’re good people. If you’re going to empower someone, empower the crime victim.”

 

The N.R.A. said it would lobby for versions of the law in eight more states in 2007.

Sarah Brady, chairwoman of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, said her group would fight those efforts. “In a way,” Ms. Brady said of the new laws, “it’s a license to kill.”

 

Many prosecutors oppose the laws, saying they are unnecessary at best and pernicious at worst. “They’re basically giving citizens more rights to use deadly force than we give police officers, and with less review,” said Paul A. Logli, president of the National District Attorneys Association.

 

But some legal experts doubt the laws will make a practical difference. “It’s inconceivable to me that one in a hundred Floridians could tell you how the law has changed,” said Gary Kleck, who teaches criminology at FloridaFlorida Florida State University. 

 

Even before the new laws, Professor Kleck added, claims of self-defense were often accepted. “In the South,” he said, “they more or less give the benefit of the doubt to the alleged victim’s account.”

 

The case involving the Port Richey prostitute, Jacqueline Galas, turned on the new law, said Michael Halkitis, division director of the state attorney’s office in nearby New Port Richey. Ms. Galas, 23, said that a longtime client, Frank Labiento, 72, threatened to kill her and then kill himself last month. A suicide note he had left and other evidence supported her contention. 

 

The law came into play when Ms. Galas grabbed Mr. Labiento’s gun and chose not to flee but to kill him. “Before that law,” Mr. Halkitis said, “before you could use deadly force, you had to retreat. Under the new law, you don’t have to do that.”

 

The decision not to charge Ms. Galas was straightforward, Mr. Halkitis said. “It would have been a more difficult situation with the old law,” he said, “much more difficult.” 

In the case of the West Palm Beach cabdriver, Mr. Smiley, then 56, killed Jimmie Morningstar, 43. A sports bar had paid Mr. Smiley $10 to drive Mr. Morningstar home in the early morning of Nov. 6, 2004. 

 

Mr. Morningstar was apparently reluctant to leave the cab once it reached its destination, and Mr. Smiley used a stun gun to hasten his exit. Once outside the cab, Mr. Morningstar flashed a knife, Mr. Smiley testified at his first trial, though one was never found. Mr. Smiley, who had gotten out of his cab, reacted by shooting at his passenger’s feet and then into his body, killing him.

 

Cliff Morningstar, the dead man’s uncle, said he was baffled by the killing. “He had a radio,” Mr. Morningstar said of Mr. Smiley. “He could have gotten in his car and left. He could have shot him in his knee.”

 

Carey Haughwout, the public defender who represents Mr. Smiley, conceded that no knife was found. “However,” Ms. Haughwout said, “there is evidence to support that the victim came at Smiley after Smiley fired two warning shots, and that he did have something in his hand.” 

 

In April, a Florida appeals court indicated that the new law, had it applied to Mr. Smiley’s case, would have affected its outcome. 

 

“Prior to the legislative enactment, a person was required to ‘retreat to the wall’ before using his or her right of self-defense by exercising deadly force,” Judge Martha C. Warner wrote. The new law, Judge Warner said, abolished that duty.

 

Jason M. Rosenbloom, the man shot by his neighbor in Clearwater, said his case illustrated the flaws in the Florida law. “Had it been a year and a half ago, he could have been arrested for attempted murder,” Mr. Rosenbloom said of his neighbor, Kenneth Allen.

 

“I was in T-shirt and shorts,” Mr. Rosenbloom said, recalling the day he knocked on Mr. Allen’s door. Mr. Allen, a retired Virginia police officer, had lodged a complaint with the local authorities, taking Mr. Rosenbloom to task for putting out eight bags of garbage, though local ordinances allow only six. 

 

“I was no threat,” Mr. Rosenbloom said. “I had no weapon.”

 

The men exchanged heated words. “He closed the door and then opened the door,” Mr. Rosenbloom said of Mr. Allen. “He had a gun. I turned around to put my hands up. He didn’t even say a word, and he fired once into my stomach. I bent over, and he shot me in the chest.”

 

Mr. Allen, whose phone number is out of service and who could not be reached for comment, told The St. Petersburg Times that Mr. Rosenbloom had had his foot in the door and had tried to rush into the house, an assertion Mr. Rosenbloom denied.

“I have a right,” Mr. Allen said, “to keep my house safe.”

POLITICS

Quebec referendum

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:29 PM

 

· In 1995, a vote was held in Quebec for whether the province should seek sovereignty (that is, to become a nation on its own, apart from Canada) -- a situation in which they would retain only a limited partnership with Canada
· The primary motivations behind this separatist movement were that the federal system in Canada disadvantaged Quebec and did not allow it to grow socially, economically, and culturally as much as it could if Quebec were self-governing
· Furthermore, Quebecers saw themselves as their own nation -- historically, sociologically, linguistically, etc. -- apart from the rest of Canada and that they therefore did not really belong with the rest of the nation
 

· Some of the most visible separatist leaders included the Premier of Quebec (Jacques Parizeau) and the leader of the Bloc Quebecois political party, Lucien Bouchard
 

· Eventually, the vote occurred and the federalists (i.e. did not want Quebec to separate) were victorious over the separatists, but only by a 51-49 margin
 

 

Sponsorship Scandal

Saturday, July 15, 2006

11:37 PM

 

· So originally, the Canadian government had a "sponsorship" program which was an effort to raise awareness of the Government of Canada contributions to Quebec industries and other activities in order to counter the actions of the PartiParti Parti Québécois government of the province that worked to promote Quebec separatism while minimizing the Federal government's presence
· The "scandal" part of it was that the funds allocated for this government advertisement in Quebec were being misused and directed to other causes - some illicit, some even illegal
· The possibility of scandal was raised by Sheila Fraser, which caused Paul Martin to request John Gomery to do a full investigation of the issue
· Here are some of the things which Gomery discovered:
· Gomery's preliminary report into the scandal is released. The report criticizes Chrétien and his office for setting up the sponsorship program in a way as to invite abuse, and Gagliano as the Minister of Public Works for his behaviour. 
· Prime Minister Paul Martin is formally cleared of any responsibility or wrongdoing in the matter as Gomery found his role as Finance Minister was to set up a 'fiscal framework' at the instruction of then Prime Minister Chrétien, but did not have oversight on the spending of the funds after they were passed to Chrétien's Prime Minister's Office.
 

 

Belinda Stronach

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

3:47 PM

 

· Belinda Stronach was a Member of Parliament in the Canadian House of Commons who for many years was part of the Conservative party -- in fact, she fought for (and lost) leadership of the party to Stephen Harper, who would eventually go on to become Prime Minister after the Conservatives were victorious in the 2006 federal election
· There was a point in 2005, when Stronach was still a Conservative, that the reigning political party - the Liberals, led by then-Prime Minister Paul Martin, were going to present a new federal budget to the House of Commons, and there was worry that they would not be able to get it passed since (being a minority) they did not have enough seats in the parliament (i.e. Liberals who would support and vote for the budget)
· However, Stronach at that time decided to "cross the floor" and become a Liberal, and also voted for the budget, allowing the Liberals to pass the budget successfully
 

· There was some controversy associated with this move:
· Stronach was accused of moving to further her career, instead of having the motivation of moral or political principles
· This was largely because she was appointed as a Cabinet Minister by Paul Martin immediately after switching over
· Some of her voters (in her riding in Aurora, Ontario) felt betrayed because she was now supporting ideologies which they perhaps had not voted for
 

· The MCAT-related issues for this include:
· Changing of political beliefs -- should it ever be done?
 

 

Kyoto Accord

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

10:34 PM

 

· The Kyoto Accord was a modification to a treaty made by the United Nations called the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
· In short, what it did was to assign mandatory targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by the countries participating in the treaty
 

· So this demonstrates how governments sometimes act for the sake of the future...
HISTORY

Chernobyl nuclear disaster

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· In 1986, a reactor in a nuclear power plant in Chernobyl, Ukraine exploded due to flaws in the design of the control rods in the nuclear reactor and the escaping radiation affected many people in the area
· It has also affected the economy because the government has had to pay so much compensation to the victims, and also now no one wants to go near there to work
· However, safety measures and policies of nuclear reactors all over the world were increased as a result of Chernobyl and Russian nuclear safety inspector Yuri Vishnevsky stated that "…there will not be a second Chernobyl."
 

· So this is a demonstration of how people can learn from mistakes in history...
TECHNOLOGY & COMPUTERS

Communications Decency Act

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· The Communications Decency Act was part of the United States' Telecommunications Act which prohibited the publishing of indecent things on public forums of the Internet such as the "seven dirty words" or pornographic material
· The restrictions on language were controversial because they conflicted with the First Amendment to the US Constitution which allows for free speech (including indecent speech)
 

· It came down to a Supreme Court case called Reno vs. ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union), and the court decided that the Communications Decency Act should be modified to allow for indecent language, because to ban it was unconstitutional
 

 

Wikipedia

Sunday, July 30, 2006

9:39 PM

 

· Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia which has become very popular due to its "anyone-can-edit" policy, which theoretically allows for fast growth and a high degree of accuracy (due to the peer review system)
· However, this has created problems because there is often controversy over what information should be contained in an article
· The problems include:
· Articles on controversial subjects constantly being changed back and forth by people who disagree about the issue at hand
· Experts who can talk authoritatively on a given subject losing interest in helping edit the encyclopedia because anything they say can be disputed by anyone else (including an uneducated person) and they have to take the time to defend themselves
· The quality of the content in question because (as stated) anyone can edit the encyclopedia
 

· So perhaps we have here the issue of free speech…
· Also, demonstrations of the good and bad things which the Internet can do for us...
 

 

Internet Censorship in China

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

12:36 PM

 

· Services such as Google search and Microsoft's MSN Spaces blog are now offered in China, but companies have modified the services so that they comply with the Chinese government's laws regarding free speech (or lack thereof)
· For example, Google search results exclude sites that the government has deemed unacceptable
· The MSN Spaces blog service prevents users from using certain keywords, such as "human rights", "democracy", "freedom", etc.
· This is a significant issue because of many different things, including…
· The fact that the companies are complying with laws which would be considered unconstitutional in the companies' home countries (i.e. the United States)
· It also demonstrates how technology and politics can be related
 

 

IM's effect on language

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

1:36 PM

 

· Researchers from the University of Toronto in 2006 found that teens who frequently used online instant messaging systems such as MSN Messenger did not experience a decline in their grammatical skills, which is contrary to accusations which have been made regarding instant messaging in the past
 

· This demonstrates that technology is beneficial (helps people to stay in touch), but furthermore has not been shown to result in a decline in linguistic skills
 

 

Kirk Bloodsworth

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

7:02 PM

 

· So a guy named Kirk Bloodsworth was convicted of the murder of Dawn Hamilton in the year 1984 because of circumstantial evidence, even though there were witnesses who testified to being with Bloodsworth at the time of the murder
· In 1993, the advent of DNA testing made it possible to test a drop of semen which had been found on Hamilton's underwear, and when it was found to not belong to Bloodsworth, he was acquitted of all charges and released
 

· End game: this is an example of the benefit of technology.  One might even be able to connect it to morals and politics...
MEDIA & ADVERTISING

Consumer Drug Advertising

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· In 2005, the American Medical Association decided to study whether consumer drug prescriptions led to unnecessary prescriptions which could potentially harm patients and drive up health costs
· The idea comes down to the fact that when the drugs are advertised straight to consumers (even though they are not the ones who should be deciding how to medicate themselves), they pressure their doctors to write them prescriptions for it
· The problem becomes a safety issue when these advertisements are distributed before the drug has had a chance to be thoroughly tested in a real human population (as in, not the FDA's laboratory tests)
 

· Notably, the drug Vioxx from the company Merck Pharmaceuticals was a cox-2 painkiller which led to serious cardiovascular problems, and it affected many people because it was so heavily advertised before the full extent of its (negative) effects was known
 

· So this is the kind of situation where advertisement can have negative effects...
 

 

"The Catch" by Virgin Mobile

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

3:02 PM

 

· This is talking about an advertising campaign conducted by Virgin Mobile in which they posted cryptic ads all over the place which made statements such as "2 out of 3 Canadian suffer from 'The Catch'" and "Over 11 million Canadians have 'The Catch'"
· No further details were provided, and so for some time these ads caused confusion and fear amongst Canadians
· Eventually however, Virgin Mobile launched their website and explained that "the catch" was simply the hidden fees which cell phone users can often incur from other companies, and stated that through their business model for cell phone service, they offered "the cure"
 

· So this is an interesting use of advertising to create fear…was it ethical?
EDUCATION

Evolution

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· So the idea here is that evolution has been taught in US schools for a long time, and so recently the introduction of intelligent design as a viable alternative has been met with much debate and controversy
 

· In particular, a famous court case called Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District happened when 11 parents of students in schools in Dover, Pennsylvania sued the local school board for including intelligent design in their curriculum
· The argument is that intelligent design is basically another way to say creationism, in which case the school board would be promoting a religion in the classroom, which is a violation of the principle that church and state should be separated -- that is, religion should not find its way into the laws/policies of the United States
· More formally, it was a violation of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, which says that "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion"
 

 

Hitler Youth

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

10:41 AM

 

· So this is an example of the kinds of things which can be done with education -- Adolf Hitler founded the "Hitler Youth", in which German children enrolled to receive an education designed to make them anti-Semitic and train them to be soldiers in Hitler's army when they became old enough
· History became based on the glory of Germany and biology became a study of the different races to prove that the Nazi belief in racial superiority was a correct belief
 

· So the relevancy here comes from the fact that education can brainwash minds, can be used for selfish means, etc.
 

 

Body Worlds 2

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

2:45 PM

 

· Body Worlds 2 is an international, traveling educational exhibition which contains about 200 samples of actual organs as well as entire cadavers in various athletic or ruminative poses.
· This is possible because Dr. Gunther Hagens figured out how to preserve them for long periods of time in a presentable manner
· It was present at the Ontario Science Center in Toronto for 5 months, starting in September 2005
 

· It is a great way to educate others in an interesting and unique manner, but it has not been without controversy:
· Some religious authorities say that it offends human dignity
· Also, there is the question of whether the cadavers were used with consent or not
 

· So here the issue we get into is whether there are limits on what we do to educate, and if so -- where are they?
 

 

Work-to-Rule

Friday, August 04, 2006

7:09 PM

 

Discuss a current event in the world of education and educational reform. What are some problems with our current educational system at the primary, secondary, college, or post-graduate level? What solutions to those problems have been proposed and by whom? What are some criticisms of those proposed solutions?

 

Canada:

 

Teachers Work-to-Rule

 

A Toronto parents' group said the Ontario government should do more to stop a growing work-to-rule campaign by the province's elementary school teachers. Teachers at several provincial district school boards have already begun to work-to-rule. About 11,000 teachers are set to join the campaign by March 7. It means they will not attend staff meetings, write report cards, plan field trips or do other administrative tasks. Ontario's Liberal Education Minister Gerard Kennedy said parents should not be overly concerned. He called the teachers' move a holdover from their disputes with the previous Progressive Conservative government. 

 

Kathy Dandy of the Toronto Parents Network disagreed on Thursday. She said Dalton McGuinty's government hadn't delivered on its promise to end ongoing education labour disputes. "While there have been lots of exciting announcements, the fundamentals around public education have not changed … Here we are stuck in the same old same-old, and the government has done nothing to correct that," Dandy said. Kennedy said he believed conditions in classrooms were now better than they were under the Tories, and labour relations simply had to catch up. 

 

The work-to-rule campaign comes after six months of teachers working without a contract. Teachers said they were taking the action to back contract demands, including increases in salary and time for class preparation.

 

Elementary public school teachers have ended a work-to-rule campaign Thursday after their union accepted a contract offer from the Toronto District School Board. The four-year deal still must be ratified by the teachers. The Elementary Teachers of Toronto union, which represents almost 11,000 teachers, says it managed to save benefits and limit the amount of time teachers must supervise students. Union president Martin Long credited late night calls Wednesday from Education Minister Gerard Kennedy with helping the negotiations. "We've always said … that Minister Kennedy's support and intervention would be necessary to close the deal here," Long said. 

 

The teachers have been working without a contract since last September. Earlier this year, they started working to rule, but suspended the job action when Kennedy proposed a province-wide package of financial incentives for school boards. They restarted the job action Wednesday, as a midnight deadline loomed for boards to make deals if they wanted a share of $128 million in new provincial funding. The Toronto board was granted an extension to that deadline because negotiators were close to a deal when it passed.

 

 

 

International:

 

France's Religious Ban

 

In an effort to separate state from religion, the government of France issued a law banning religious insignia in the public school classrooms in March 2004. These include Jewish skullcaps, Islamic hijabs (headscarves) and Christian Crucifixes. This has created an uproar, with some religious figures who argue that this opposes a citizen’s freedom of practicing religion. Many religious students have opted to study at home rather than to compromise their religion. Chirac claims: "If France succumbs to the demands of its religious communities…it would sacrifice its heritage. It would compromise its future. It would lose its soul’’. 

 

Education-related Prompts:

· Progress often complicates as much as it simplifies.
· Formal schooling often provides to be the most important part of learning.
· Music has the power to entertain, but seldom to educate.
· In education, the newest way is not always the best way.
· Students should be more interested in the process of learning than in the facts learned.
· The object of education should be to teach skills, not values.
SCIENCE & RESEARCH

Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· The Tuskegee Syphilis Study (1932–1972) was a clinical study, conducted around Tuskegee,Tuskegee, Tuskegee, Alabama, where 400 poor, mostly illiterate African American sharecroppers became part of a study on the treatment and natural history of syphilis. 
· This study became notorious because it was conducted without due care to its subjects - individuals enrolled in the Tuskegee Syphilis Study did not give informed consent and were not informed of their diagnosis; instead they were told they had "bad blood" and could receive free treatment.
· By 1947, penicillin had become standard treatment for syphilis, but rather than treat all syphilitic subjects with penicillin and close the study, the Tuskegee scientists withheld penicillin or information about penicillin purely to continue to study how the disease spreads and kills. 
· So this demonstrates how it was decided to forgo the well-being of a minority for something that could benefit the majority, because "only" 400 black men were sacrificed in order to obtain information that would be of use to everyone in America
 

 

Contraceptive Distribution by Pharmacies

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

12:41 PM

 

· A debate has surfaced here over what to do in a situation where a pharmacist refuses to give out contraceptives because it is contrary to his or her beliefs (as is the case for Roman Catholics)
· Some big organizations in the debate include Pharmacists for Life, who believe that pharmacists should have that right, and National Women's Law Center who say that this is an abrogation of women's rights
 

· The central argument here is the right of the pharmacists to do business according to their own morals vs. the right of a woman to receive health care
 

· It gets complicated because there are situations such as a married couple having sex when the condom accidentally breaks, and what if they cannot afford another child?  Using a contraceptive in that situation is not nearly as bad as a teenage girl using contraceptives as an excuse to have sex irresponsibly
 

 

Hwang Woo-Suk

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

10:46 PM

 

· OK, Hwang Woo-Suk is the Korean biomedical scientist most famous for falsely claiming that he had created human embryonic stem cells
 

· OK there are a bunch of issues with this guy…
· Firstly, as stated, he falsely claimed to have created human embryonic stem cells
· Also, there were investigations into the methods by which he acquired the eggs that he created the stem cell lines from -- accusations of unethicalness…
· But it was weird because he was such a source of national pride that Korea rallied behind him during that time, and when the controversy surrounding the eggs came out, even more women offered to donate to him
 

· So the "grandiose" issues involved here include science vs. ethics…etc…
· Note that stem cell scientists in those countries are not restricted to federally-approved stem cell lines (as is the case in America b/c of Bush) and therefore they are having results far more quickly than the US is…
· So perhaps…science is worth ethical dilemma?
 

 

Manhattan Project

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

11:17 PM

 

· The Manhattan Project was an initiative from the US Army to build atomic bombs
· It succeeded in building "Little Boy" (dropped over Hiroshima) and "Fat Man" (dropped over Nagasaki), both of which caused extensive damage, death, and extended health problems due to the radiation
· This project started because the US feared that Germany was trying to do the same thing…
 

· Eventually the bombs ended the war with Japan earlier than it would have otherwise (or so the US claims)…so was it worth it?
 

· Science and politics?  Science and war?  Science and ethics?
MORALITY & ETHICS

California Proposition 187

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· California Proposition 187 was a 1994 ballot initiative designed to deny illegalillegal illegal immigrants social services, health care, and public education. 
· It was introduced by assemblyman Dick Mountjoy as the Save Our State initiative, and supported by Californian governor Pete Wilson. 
· A number of other organizations were involved in bringing it to the voters. It passed with 59% of the vote, but was overturned by a federal court.
 

· If it passed, it would have meant that people who were suspected of being illegal immigrants would have their status checked by the Immigration and Naturalization Service, and until it could be proven that they were true US citizens, they would be denied public services such as education and health care (emergency health care was exempted)
 

· So there are rights issues at stake here -- whether the people should have the right to receive these things which everyone else is receiving, while at the same time their presence means that jobs are being taken away from genuine US residents
 

 

Euthanasia

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

3:14 PM

 

· There have been many different cases where the legality and morality of euthanasia have been questioned, and it all comes down to whether moral standards should be subject to change, depending on the situation at hand
 

· For example, we have the case of Stephen Dawson in British Columbia, 1983, where he was a boy with cerebral palsy whose parents refused to authorize a brain operation which was necessary to preserve his life
· The British Columbia Supreme Court overruled the parents' wishes and allowed the operation to proceed, saying that the parents' decision to essentially allow their child to die was not made in his best interests
· In other words, morality -- which in this case dictated that one should not kill -- should not change just because someone is mentally incapacitated
 

 

Killing animals

Friday, August 04, 2006

10:04 AM

 

Elephants

· In both Africa and Asia , elephant habitat is being replaced by agriculture - both by small-scale farmers and international agribusiness such as palm oil. Not only are the animals being squeezed into smaller and smaller areas, but farmers plant crops that elephants like to eat. 
· As a result, elephants frequently raid and destroy crops. And after being persecuted for decades and hunted almost to extinction, a wild elephant's reaction to a human can be similar to our reaction to a mosquito - swat it.
· Elephants eat up to 450kg of food per day. They are messy eaters, uprooting and scattering as much as is eaten. A single elephant can destroy a hectare of crops in a very short time.
· Small farmers - often desperately pooor and already economically and nutritionally vulnerable, forced by circumstances to encroach into elephant habitat - can lose their entire livelihood overnight from an elephant raid. 
· People are also often injured and killed. In India, over 100 people are killed by elephants each year, and over 200 people have been killed in Kenya over the last 7 years. Elephants are often killed in retaliation. Wildlife authorities in Kenya shoot between 50 and 120 problem elephants each year and dozens of elephants are poisoned each year in oil palm plantations in Indonesia.
BUSINESS PRACTICES

"Eminent domain" principle

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· So eminent domain is an American legal principle that allows governments to take private property for "public use", which includes schools, roads, bridges, and so on
· In 2005 the Supreme Court decided that the scope of this definition has expanded to include commercial entities such as big shopping malls or big retailers, because they will result in increased tax revenue and job creation, which will benefit the public
 

· However, this means that local governments could seize people's personal homes and businesses -- even against their will -- just so Target or Wal-mart or Home Depot could build in that area
 

 

Challenger spacecraft explosion

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

7:07 PM

 

· So this was a case in 1986 where the space shuttle Challenger exploded soon after take-off, killing everyone on-board
· An internal NASA investigation later revealed that the cause of the explosion was a set of gaskets called "O-rings" which were known to be faulty, but NASA did not want to correct the problem because the launch of the shuttle had already been delayed 4 times
· So their carelessness and desire to finish a deadline resulted in death
 

· This could possibly be useful on a business-related prompt where deadlines are part of the issue...
 

 

WTO and TRIPS

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

7:56 PM

 

· So here we have TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights), which was a set of laws created by the World Trade Organization
· It preserves the normal policy which gives a drug company which develops a drug a 20-year monopoly on it, meaning that no one can make a generic version of it (which could then be sold for cheaper and thus be more accessible to poor people) for 20 years
· However, there were provisions in TRIPS for poor countries to break those patent monopolies and in so doing allow their citizens to access the cheap forms of the drug immediately
· Pharmaceutical companies were understandably wary of these developments because, taken to the extreme, it would mean that all the money and time they invested in creating the drug would result in nothing because everyone would go and buy the cheap duplicate...
 

 

Enron

Friday, August 04, 2006

7:07 PM

 

Describe a controversial event in the world of business or industry. Are there concerns about safety, the environment or personal liberty? What are the needs of the business? What are the needs of individuals and society? How should these needs be balanced?

 

Enron Scandal!

 

Facts:

Enron hid that they lost money over a number of years and, through scandal, they filed for bankruptcy.

 

Andersen (one of the Big 5 Accounting Companies) was accused and later found guilty of obstructing justice by destroying Enron-related documents. As a result, Andersen will no longer be able to perform audit work and the firm has laid off thousands of employees. (2002)

· They actually managed to increase their income by offering consulting services to the same company they audited. (this is just asking for bad news)
· They provided $27 million worth of consulting services to Enron, which allowed Enron to overstate its earnings by nearly $600 million. (see?)
 

The Big 5 Accounting Firms and their trade association, the American Institute of CPAs, contributed nearly $39 million in individual contributions from 1989 through 2001. US President George Bush received more than $640, 000 for his presidential run from the top accounting firms and their trade association (opensecrets.org).

 

THE EFFECTS OF THE ENRON SCANDAL

1. Enron has filed for bankruptcy, leaving many without jobs.

2. Arthur Anderson, accountants of Enron, has shut down leaving people without jobs.

3. Enron and Arthur Anderson's top executives face jail time.

4. Many corporate contributions to the government has limited because Enron funded government practices. **Controversial: company paid off senators
5. Accounting practices have changed as many corporations are having government auditors revise their book keeping.

 

· A California Senetor pledged to introduce a bill that would prohibit accounting firms from also providing consulting services to its clients (reasonable & good idea) 
· Many senators opposed the bill, and all were recipients of money from the industry, taking more than $57, 000. Once senator (Robert Torricelli) received more than $60, 000 from accountants since being elected in 1996. (being paid off!!)
 

An auditors job is to look at a sample size of documents from the audited company (ie, not all of them) and to the best of their analysis they have to say whether or not a company has complied with all rules and regulations. 

That’s where there can be some delineation: how much info or how big a sample size is enough? The balance comes as to how little the auditors need to look at with having the best idea of if the books are good. 

Independence of auditors…who are they responsible for? Do they do their work for the good of their company (accounting company), or for shareholders? 

Now under scrutiny and with the more work their faced with, auditors need to hire more employees with all the extra work. 

 

Sar-banes-oxley act (US): Managers now have to sign financial statements to confirm that with the best of their knowledge, these statements are correct. 

· Effects Canada when Canadian auditors have US clients, or when they trade on the US stock exchange
LAWS & JUSTICE

Celebrity trials

Sunday, July 30, 2006

8:30 PM

 

· Several celebrity trials have made the news in the last few years, including:
· Michael Jackson, the singer, for molesting children
· OJ Simpson, the football star, for the murder of his ex-wife Nicole Brown and her friend Ronald Goldman
· Robert Blake, the actor, for the murder of his wife
 

· The fact that the trials have resulted in the dubious acquittals of the celebrity defendants suggests that there may be double standards in the way that legal proceedings are held
· It is also interesting to consider the impact of the media on these cases
· Also whether or not the legal system is fair in terms of different levels of prosperity, since richer people can afford better lawyers who can often gain acquittals in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary (i.e. OJ Simpson's lawyer Johnny Cochrane)
 

 

Laws against minorities

Friday, August 04, 2006

7:08 PM

 

Discuss a current event that illustrates the situation of an oppressed minority group. What is the history behind this group’s oppression? What is the group’s greatest hope for change?

 

History of oppression:

 

· 1965    During an investigation of arson, Everett Klippert confessed to police that he was a homosexual. He was charged with gross indecency and put in jail for 3 years. Two psychiatrists interviewed him and claimed he was a dangerous sex offender. He was later sentenced to life in prison.
 

· 1969    Government decriminalizes homosexuality
 

· 1971    Klippert released from prison
1st Gay March at Parliament Hill to protest gay rights

· 1976    John Damien is fired from the Ontario Racing Commission for being gay
 

· 1981    160 Toronto police arrest 286 men in a planned raid against 4 bathhouses
 

· 1981    1st Gay Pride Day in Toronto is held
 

· June 17, 2003    Cretien has intentions to legalize same sex-marriages. 
 

· Dec. 9., 2004    Supreme Court rules in favour for Ottawa to have jurisdiction to decided who has right to get married in Canada.
Same sex marriages are legal in 8 provinces and 1 territory, but not in Alberta, PEI, Nunavut or North-West Territory. 

 

· May 5, 2005    2nd reading on bill makes same sex-marriages closer to a law. Bill clears in late July of this year.
 

What is greatest hope for change against negative perspectives on gay and lesbians?

 

Citizens of Canada need to accept gays and lesbians for people. Until homosexuals are rightfully accepted into society, there will always be tension between gays and heterosexuals. Gay marriages need to recognized, not just legal, in order for all tensions to disappear. 

 

Prompts that refer to this topic:

 

1) In a free society, laws must be subject to change.

 

2) Drastic action is sometimes needed to bring about political change.

DEMOCRACY

Nelson Mandela

Saturday, July 15, 2006

10:30 PM

 

Nelson Mandela

 

· He was the first President of South Africa to be elected in fully-representative democratic elections
· Before they had this system, there was apartheid going on in South Africa, and he was a key leader in the anti-apartheid movement
· Apartheid was a system of legalized racial segregation in South Africa where blacks were not allowed to vote, provided with below-average services, etc.
· One significant thing about Mandela was that he was committed to solving the dispute non-violently
· So here the issues include solving problems with non-violence
 

 

Mahatma Gandhi

Saturday, July 15, 2006

10:51 PM

 

· Mahatma Gandhi was a major political and spiritual leader of India and the Indian Independence Movement
· His way of battle was "civil disobedience", which is when you protest by refusing to obey certain laws but NEVER resort to violence
· He fought against causes like oppressive taxation, the caste system, discrimination, etc.
· The caste system is basically a social ranking system which has rules on which ranks can do what and whom they can interact with, etc.
· But his BIGGEST fight was for India's independence from British rule
· He achieved this through non-cooperation, such as encouraging Indians to boycott British goods, to resign from British jobs, etc.
· A notable campaign of his was "Quit India", where he encouraged Indians (although "belonging" to the British) to NOT support the British during World War II, because it was being fought for democracy and freedom, which was something which the Indians themselves did not enjoy since they were under British rule
 

 

Same-sex Marriage in Canada

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

2:12 PM

 

· This was a federal law in Canada called the Civil Marriage Act or Bill C-38 which allowed for the marriage of homosexual couples, and further allowed them to receive the same legal benefits extended to heterosexual couples who were married
· The passing of the bill occurred in 2005 and was led by Prime Minister Paul Martin
 

· This demonstrates how the government can respond to changing views of its population by modifying laws to reflect current beliefs of citizens
· Hmm, but what about situations where the government decides to NOT listen to their citizens?
 

 

Orange Revolution

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

3:36 PM

 

· UkraineUkraine's "Orange Revolution" of 2004-2005 was a series of protests and political events that took place throughout the country in response to allegations of massive corruption, voter intimidation and direct electoral fraud during the 2004 Ukrainian presidential2004 Ukrainian presidential 2004 Ukrainian presidential election.
· The accusation was that of the two candidates -- ViktorViktor Viktor Yushchenko and Viktor Yanukovych -- the election was rigged in favor of Yanukovych
 

· Eventually, due to all this intense pressure from Ukrainian citizens as well as observers from around the world, another election was held and this time Yushchenko clearly won
 

· So this demonstrations how the involvement of the citizens can have bearing on a democratic process…
· Also, sometimes the people have more power than the politicians because note that it was the people who spoke up this time around...
 

 

French government Muslim headscarf

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

7:32 PM

 

· So the idea is that the French government passed a law in 2004 which banned obvious religious symbols in public schools such as Muslim headscarves, Jewish skullcaps, large Christian crosses, and even beards and bandanas (if they are religiously-based)
· The basis for this, as stated by the French government, was secularism - the idea to keep religion out of the classroom in any way, shape, or form
· However, now we also get onto issues such as the right to free speech...
 

 

Random

Friday, August 04, 2006

7:12 PM

 

Discuss a current event that illustrates one of the challenges faced by the American family.

 

How does this challenge affect the day-to-day lives of ordinary families? What should the role of the government be? Why?

§ 

 

 

 

 

Health challenges: American nation is the most prosperous and powerful nation

in the world and has the means to ensure that people are unjustly denied life-saving treatments due to their income, their race or any other reason. America has capacity to invest in public health efforts that can prevent illness and prolong lives. With resolute leadership and realigned priorities, America can secure a safe, effective and affordable medicinal arsenal (fund). 

o 

 

 

 

 

Government has chose to enact tax cuts for the wealthy instead of spending

money to fix the health care crisis in America. Therefore, to fill the hole created by the tax cuts, President Bush proposes to limit spending money on programs such as social security, Medicare and Medicaid- Programs that disproportionately benefit poor, disabled and elderly Americans.

· 

 

 

 

 

Prompt: A country must use its natural resources in a way agreeable to all

its citizens.

· 

 

 

 

 

Prompt: A government must sometimes require its citizens to do things they

may not want to do.

§ 

 

 

 

 

9/11 terrorist attack: 

 

Even after 3 years, chemical manufacturing and transport facilities remain vulnerable to terrorist attacks. Industry has enhanced physical security but more effective approach should involve reducing or eliminating the risk and impact of terrorism on the American people and the economy.

o 

 

 

 

 

Government should advance a new strategy to reduce the vulnerability of

nation’s major chemical facilities to terrorism.

· 

 

 

 

 

Prompt: A nation’s ability to survive is often depended upon its military

strength.

· 

 

 

 

 

Prompt: Governments have a responsibility to regulate companies t hat

provide necessary services to citizens.

WARS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Rwandan Genocide

Saturday, July 15, 2006

10:40 PM

 

Rwandan Genocide

 

· The Rwandan Genocide is the massacre of an estimated 800,000 to 1,071,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus in Rwanda, mostly carried out by two extremist Hutu militia groups, the Interahamwe and the Impuzamugambi, during a period of 100 days from April 6th through mid-July 1994.
· For many, the Rwandan Genocide stands out as historically significant, not only because of the sheer number of people murdered in such a short period of time, but also because of how inadequately the United Nations (particularly, its Western members such as the U.S. and France) responded (or failed to respond) to or were even complicit in the atrocities.
· It came down to the United Nations insisting on keeping its peacekeepers in Rwanda from making any attempts to stop the killing - they were only allowed to act in self-defense
· This is an example of how it is important for countries to intervene in the business of other countries - because sometimes there are lives on the line
 

 

Suez Crisis

Saturday, July 15, 2006

11:23 PM

 

Suez Crisis

 

· The Suez Crisis [1] was a war fought on Egyptian territory in 1956. The conflict pitted Egypt against an alliance between the United Kingdom, France and Israel.
· This alliance against Egypt largely took place as a result of the Egyptian leader Gamal AbdelGamal Abdel Gamal Abdel Nasser's action of nationalizing the Suez Canal Company, which operated the Suez Canal, an important asset to French and British economies, particularly as a chokepoint in world oil shipments.
· Basically, Britain and France and Israel were allied because they all had an interest in seeing that canal open, because it was important for shipping and thus their economies
 

 

 

In my own words (from the Economist)

· So for a long time, Egypt was ruled by Britain
· This imperial domination receded, but not entirely -- in particular, a very important canal in Egypt -- the Suez Canal was under British control…the French also had a lot of economic interest in the canal
· The people in Egypt were unhappy with this state of incomplete autonomy, and so the president Gamal Nasser decided to take over the canal, pushing all the British troops out -- we say he attempted to "nationalize" the canal, i.e. make it owned and operated by the Egyptian government
 

· England and France were furious at this, and they wanted to retaliate by invading Egypt and regaining control
· However, they were held back for several reasons, most notably the disagreement of their American allies that invading would be a smart idea
· The Americans were hesitant also for several reasons, including:
· President Dwight Eisenhower wanted to be seen as a "peace time" President
· The Americans thought that the pan-Arab community - i.e. Arabs everywhere, not just in Egypt - would be really pissed off if 
 

 

Overthrow of the Roman Republic

Wednesday, August 02, 2006

5:29 PM

 

· After Julius Caesar's death, Rome was hit with fifteen years of civil war: the main opponents were Mark Antony and Caesar's son, Octavius.  
· Eventually, Octavius' side won the war and became Rome's leader.  He changed Rome into the Roman Empire, which for a long time was peaceful - free of war and bloodshed
· Prior to this time, Rome was marked by an unstable government, unable to govern the people fairly and competently
· There was also a lot of bloodshed as Rome had been seeking to acquire more land in the Punic and Macedonian Wars, among others
· This is highly significant because peace in this case was the result of violence
